Stillbirths: a clinicopathological survey (1972-1982).
A survey of 325 stillbirths from 27,072 babies delivered at University College Hospital Galway from April 1, 1972 to March 31, 1982, gave a stillbirth rate of 12 per thousand, which, when corrected for 66 lethal congenital abnormalities, became 9.6 per thousand. The cause of death in each stillbirth was determined clinically and pathologically where possible and was classified according to a modified Aberdeen classification of perinatal death. Consideration of the birth weights of the babies who died showed that 223 (68.6%) weighed over 1,500 g, and excluding those with abnormalities, they must be considered salvageable with the application of intensive neonatal care. There were 54 (16.6%) intrapartum deaths, which must also be considered preventable. The application of ultrasonic surveillance should complement clinical acumen, by allowing easier detection of the fetus at risk, thereby facilitating earlier intervention which in turn should reduce antenatal stillbirths.